Universities 
Trakia University  is an autonomous state institution. It was founded in 1995 with  a mutual decision  by the Stara Zagora academic community and the National Assembly to merge the two already  existing higher institutes: Higher Institute of Animal Science and Veterinary Medicine and Higher Institute of Medicine. Later on by virtue of Governmental  Decree the In-Service Teacher Training Institute and  four semi-higher Institutes were transformed into colleges to join with Trakia University.  Towards the end of 1997 the   following units joined together to form the University with a statute of legal entities:
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Faculty of Veterinary Medicine with clinics 

Bulgarian Journal of Veterinary Medicine
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Faculty of Medicine  with University Hospital 
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 Faculty of Agriculture with experimental station 
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In-Service Teacher Training Institute 
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Medical College, Stara Zagora 
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Medical College, Haskovo 
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Medical College, Sliven 
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Technical College, Yambol 
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Bulgarian-German Agricultural College 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

In our constant quest to elevate level, structure and content of our educational standards, to integrate with the world-class universities, Trakia University’s policy is to extend and enhance  international contacts . The agreements of Trakia University with the following foreign institutions contribute to this policy:
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Germany:   Martin Luther University and Institute of Agrarian development for Central and Eastern Europe from Halle and Higher  Technical School Anhalt-Sachsen, Faculty of Medicine of Heidelberg Univerrsity; Justus-Liebig University of Giessen
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Russia: Moscow  Veterinary Academy , Timiryazevskaya Academy of Agriculture; Kazan State Veterinary Academy Baumann
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Greece: Agricultural University of Athens and Aristotelian University of Thessaloniki;
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France: National Higher Veterinary School of Alfort;
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USA: State Universities of Mississippi, Minnesota and Missouri;
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Slovakia: Faculty of Medicine of Bratislava;
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Turkey: Uludag University of Bursa, Ankara University and Trakya University of Edirne
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UK: Harper-Adams Agricultural College and Faculty of Pharmaceutics from Portsmouth.

The academic staff and students participate actively in European programmes:
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PHARE  and TEMPUS
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a French-Bulgarian co-operation programme in the field of Agrarian education;
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a programme of the   Academy for Promotion of International Culture and Scientific Exchange - Lugano, Switzerland.
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SOCRATES / ERASMUS
Students in Trakia University are trained according to four-degree programmes: specialist, bachelor, master and doctor and according to programmes for qualification and post-graduate specialization in the system of continuing education. The subjects are:

· Animal Breeding

· Agrarian Economics

· Ecology and Environmental Protection

· Agronomy

· Veterinary Medicine

· Medicine

· Regional planning and development of rural regions

· Agrarian engineering

· Social activities

· Special pedagogy

· Elementary school pedagogy and foreign language

· Pre-school pedagogy and foreign language

The subjects in the colleges are:

· Nurse

· Maternity nurse

· Physical therapist

· Doctor’s assistant

· Medical laboratory assistants

· Mechanical engineering and instrumentation

· Repair and exploitation of motor transport technics

· Textile technics and technology

· Agricultural  machinery and technologies

· Automation and control technics

· Electrical engineering

· Food technology

· Animal breeding 

· Plant growing

· Economy and Management of Agriculture

There are more than 5000 students including 622 foreign students from 30 countries of Europe, Asia, Africa and Latin America. The training of students is implements through curricula adapted to European educational standards. The academic staff numbers 47 full professors, more than 139 associate professors and more than 600 assistant professors and lecturers.

There are possibilities for post-graduate studies in the field of medicine, veterinary medicine, agrarian sciences, technical sciences and educational sciences. Those who finish post-graduate courses are awarded relevant certificates.

The educational and research activities are aided by modern computer facilities, library- informational and publishing centres, a videocentre and a Language department with phonetic laboratories

The informational services for students and the academic staff are provided by several libraries with reading rooms which include more than 380 000 volumes of specialised literature and periodicals in Bulgarian, English, French, Russian and German. The libraries activities are entirely subordinated to the training and research processes. They have a well-organised home and international book exchange program   with 35 countries and 108 universities.

Staff and students have to use INTERNET, giving them access to a vast array of information.

More information about the Thracian University can be found on its Internet site: http://www.uni-sz.bg
PARTICIPATION OF TRAKIA -UNIVERSITY IN  SOCRATES / ERASMUS
In 2000/2001 Trakia University entered successfully in SOCRATES/ ERASMUS programme. Within the first Institutional Contract OM and ECTS activities are implemented. These activities fully comply with the European Policy statement of Trakia University and its Plan for Strategic Development. The participation in SOCRATES/ERASMUS programme enables the university to further develop the international experience gained through participation in TEMPUS programme. Students are given the opportunity to acquire cross-cultural experience in the university campuses of European universities. 
The following European Institutions are our first ERASMUS partners:
Justus-Liebich University of Giessen, Germany 
Agricultural University of Athens, Greece
University of Crete,  Heraclion, Greece
Trakia University is open for new partnerships. Foreign students who want to come to Bulgaria within the activity of students exchange, will meet the challenge to explore a country in a period of transition to market economy and will be witness to a dynamic development of new areas. They will meet an ancient culture, beautiful nature, and warm and hospitable people. Bulgaria is also attractive for the students with the costs of living which is much lower compared to European Union member-states.
The Secretary General of Trakia University Assoc. Prof. Alexander Pavlov is the Insitutional ERASMUS Coordinator.       
Phone: +359-42-3 02 85 
E-mail: apavlov@uni-sz.bg
Contact person: International Office

Phone/Fax: +359-42-75093, E-mail: intern@uni-sz.bg
There are faculty ERASMUS coordinators:

For the Veterinary Faculty:  Assoc.Prof. Angel Vodenicharov

Phone: +359 42 76049, Fax: +359 42 45101 
E-mail: angvod@vmf.uni-sz.bg
For the Agricultural Faculty: Assoc. Prof. Ivan Georgiev
Phone: +359 42 77134, Fax: +359 42 72192
E-mail: georgiev@af.uni-sz.bg
